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A Madurs Mol Celeleaing Laamine

o vtr Jasomine

Madurai malli has recently been awarded the
Geographical Indication abel that gives legal
protaction to the jasmine growers and entitles them
to label their produce Madurai jasmine — a byword

for quality

profitabla crop, and its only pest is $ha
stick-brig, agaret which it can. 1o ome
axtent, be protacted

There are over 8D =pocis of pemine

1 India but in Madurai thore e fime
man types; tweo e wed for flover sl
and a third whach &5 usad for perfumeny.
Some of the big Furopean perfume
marufachears vt Madwai regulaly o
obtain Emine for Shair producs, bt in
hex book Uma has dsen  concentrate
on the local u=as for psmine. Some of
this is takan up in locally =old cosmetics
=uch 2= soap, shampoo and ofl, or for
reeree stids, but the bulk: of he cop &
soid 2= flowers.

Fe=ming flowors all the yoor round so
there i corstant employmeant for the
pickers: thair day starts at 4 00 am.

n omder ip pick the buds befors they
open. kemine must be sold on the day
it is picked 2= it can only be kept fosh
for 24 hours; the trarsport nobaork,
theredore, has to be axtremely efficent.
Thera 2re ragular fiights 1o Chennai and

on o Sngapors, Malaysa, and Dubai
whiera the flowenes are in domand for
iemple decoration.

The buds sold locally are wrappad in
banana leaas which keop both the
=cent ard the flowers fresh. Traditonally
the flowers are then packad in palm
loar! berkeets. nesitably modemzation =
ooscepanig in ol Al stages of the proces
anad Urus Larents e curment move sway
froam the baditionad baskets, || By are
oo loragey poguined, i vl maoan a kees
of emplgment for the veeavess as well
a5 the borss of anaither old skl They @e
<l a5 effecine s they s vee, e
argues, and preferable 1o plaaic which
a2 probkem when it s discanded.

An intricate art

It = a2 this stage that the flower sdllors
come ini the story, and this & parhaps
the heart of Madural Mailigai. The
Tl sallars hawe many difforent
backrgrounds, life storios and sttitdes
Some were parlicularly proud of their
descleeity in bying the strinegs of jasmine

beadhs which they then v into
garlands. Others howscwer soo it 2 a
children 1o take up, but many women
appreciate e ndependence the money
thay aam gives them.

In addition %o resnarching the history
and business of psmine, Madurai
Malligai abso conlans detaled sactions
on knot tping —aith flustrations

for thoze who may wish to try it
thamelves—and on wasing. There
are many photographs demonsirating
u=nd o decoraie tempkes and houses
and finally - unaxpoctedly forme —a
seciion on Using jEmine in cooking! |
had heand of jamine e, but Maduwar
Malligai gos= further with imriguing
in which thi can bo used.

In a fitting finske 1o $he fesmine slorg
and a neal concidence ol timirg,
Madurai Mall has nosw been swardod 5
Grapraphical Indication bel. Ths gves
liegal protes tion o the jEmine grosess
and entiies thom 1o Lsbed theyr produce
Mladurai jamine — a byweond for

quaslity. Farmess wore plersed with this
endorsermenl of their aop, which will be
conlimmed in & presentation coremony

in April.

Iy bier introchc e, Urrss Eanman variles,
Yoy fow places in India, or chewdase,
e & chorady irked with a o =
Mafurs & with $ae maligai ™ It ssare
Btiryg Shercfore that tere should be s
pubiation sxcoedirg S relaliorehip
arel the book & $ee St of s land. It
srws a5 4 valuable docurnent of Mafurs
jEmine a5 wedll a5 Tikaie o the ol
of e propke who work vwith Fie Sover.
It & lavishily ihstrated with spfendid
photograpde, ol Lken in the Madurai
aoa, arel will be aackome addlion
e books on Mafuras cularsl hoitage

its faxmning by Dr. Uma Kannan i=
published by Thiagarajar Colloge
and iz availsble from the wllege and
from bookshops m Chennai. Pricec
Rs. 600 B
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Nilgir1 Tahr: MOUNTAIN ACROBATS

Loretta Dean writes about her first encounter with the shy elusive mountain
goat—the highly endangered Nilgin Tahr in Eravilailam National Parke Munnar
that has the largest viable population of these ungulates. After her dose
encounters with these fleet footed hoofed arumals, she says that she agrees wath
field biologist George Schaller who descnibed themn as Mountain Monarchs™

By Lot Dean
Liriiel Ko

5w maka the vartical ascent thraugh tha High

Ranges of Munnar, Esrala, arcand the vast, i

undidatew] dopes of the teeming tea plantations,
you masst forgrve me for thinking that | have entered
the sndpted garden of 2 priead landscapss After all, the
Fravioulam Mational Park is renowned for bang “the
deanest park in India™ and 2 home 1o shunning views, rare
foliage and, lots not forget, the endangered Nilgin Tahr
{Nilgiritragus hylouans),endomic o the Weslorn Ghats

The Rilgn =T, monerds of the mourars” A

Tha shessps shopees contaanad i tha 97 squars klomsters of
Fraaindam Manonal Park proscs 3 snciuary for the <hy,
shittch Nilgin Tabe Bust don't make the mistake of thanking that
thes extracrdinary amature & a mese goat. Rather, thes spenal
spenes shares an snbmonany ink between the prmitive goat
anlolopes, sheop, and frue goats. With retinct a5 2 guade, the
rehusge in the steep termain of the park which profects them
Ircen thow natural prodatons: the leopasd and the wald dog.



